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The baptism of Jesus 

 
God our Father we pray that your Holy Spirit may rest upon us now, that you’re Word may be a 
living message to our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
At every baptism the Church gathered, welcome and celebrate the coming into the family of God, 
those being baptised. In today’s gospel we recall the Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist once 
again. Matthew and Luke, in their versions of the story of Jesus, begin with his birth….the 
Christmas stories, which are so familiar to us. Luke has choirs of angels announcing Jesus’ birth in 
Bethlehem. Matthew writes about wise men coming from a far country to search for a king whose 
star they have seen in the sky. Mark, who in fact was the first person to write his Gospel, begins the 
story of Jesus not with the birth of the child but with the baptism of the adult Jesus….a public 
beginning from a past that we can only guess about. 
 
Of course Jesus was one of many people who came to find John the Baptist. Mark tells us that all 
the country of Judea and all the people of Jerusalem journeyed out to the place where John was 
baptizing in the Jordan river. Jesus in fact had to make a three-day journey south from Galilee, to 
come to the place where he would be baptized. This baptism marks a very significant time for Jesus 
personally. 
 
And here I want us to look at four things: 
 
Firstly, for Jesus his baptism was a moment of decision. This was a moment that Jesus was waiting 
for in the obscurity of his home in Nazareth. Now we don’t know much about the 30 years he 
stayed with his family. It is said that Joseph must have died when Jesus was fairly young and so, 
most likely he was in charge of the family business – and that must have been a responsibility. For a 
long time he must have been conscious that the time was approaching for him to begin his public 
ministry, and he waited for a sign, and the emergence of John the Baptist was that sign. Now I’m 
sure that there must have been all kinds of pressures that Jesus faced. If he was going to begin his 
public ministry, how is the family business going to survive? How is his mother going to cope with 
all the pressure she would face? 
 
In every life there will always be moments of decision, which either has to be accepted or rejected. 
To accept them in many ways is to succeed, to reject them is to fail. And just as Jesus had to choose 
to do his Father’s will, so we have to choose to be Christ followers. 
 
William Barclay once said, “The undecided life is a wasted life, a frustrated life, a discontented life 
and often a tragic life. It was a moment of decision for Jesus, and for us as we begin 2012- it is a 
moment of decision. Just in this week I read a caption – “grab your New Year resolution of last 
year. It must still be fairly new and untouched.” Are we going to be Christ followers in the year that 
lies ahead? There is all kind of pressures that face us, but are we choosing to go the Jesus way, are 
we choosing to follow Christ? 
 
Secondly, it was a moment of identification. One of the questions that the baptism of Jesus raises is 
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– Why does he need to be baptised at all? After all John was calling people to repentance. 
Why did Jesus need to repent? What we as Christians know is that the way to God is always 
through repentance. Jesus did not need to repent because he is the Son of God, but he identified 
with this movement back to God. He was showing us, that this is the way to God. The way to God 
is always through repentance. And repentance is actually a way of life. God is a holy God and the 
way to him is through this way of life. Blessed are the poor in spirit – for those who realise they in 
need of God. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst – after righteousness. 
 
Jesus through his baptism chooses to identify with this journey back to God. It is through the love 
of God, revealed in Jesus, that we become children of God. And that is why repentance is a way of 
life, a way of recognising that we get tripped up by our pride. So a moment of identification for 
Jesus, the way of repentance - to journey with us back to God. 
 
Thirdly, it is a moment of approval. We need to remember that Jesus was human, thoroughly 
human and also divine. He knew that this was the moment to launch his ministry. He must have felt 
an incredible degree of uncertainty. How was it going to work out - how was he going to cope? 
He desperately needed to be reassured. He needed the approval of his heavenly Father – look at 
verse 10. The heavens were torn apart and the Spirit of descended on him. A voice from heaven 
came and affirmed ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  
 
Approval of what – mind you the heavens were torn apart at his death too. So you see this was 
approval from the Father to go the way of the Cross for the redemption of the world. ‘‘You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Our moment of approval here at our active 
engagement in praying for ourselves and for others. Since we began this active journey with God at 
Taize Cross, he has affirmed his walking with us. Affirmed it in many instances of wholeness to 
others through our intercessions for them, affirmed it through the strength given when we 
succumbed by our own emotions. God has never failed us as we live in this relationship, he says to 
us - ‘‘You are my sons, my daughters; in you I am well pleased.” So I would suggest to you at the 
beginning of this New Year with all its uncertainty, that God affirms us in it all with his love for us. 
 
Fourthly, it was a moment of equipment. When the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus it was a 
moment of equipping Jesus for his public ministry that lay ahead. At his baptism he was equipped 
by the spirit of God, preparing him for the future. It was the Holy Spirit that made him pray Abba 
Father; it was the Holy Spirit that equipped him to go the way of the suffering servant. And so we 
need to be equipped with the Holy Spirit, we need our eyes opened to the truth about God, to 
humble us to show his compassion. 
 
So at the brink of this year God comes to equip us to follow Jesus. 
 
A moment for us here at St Mark’s to decide, to identify, to approve, to equip ourselves the Jesus 
way. We have travelled well thus far in God’s grace, but let us continue that good work that he has 
achieved and begun in us. Now there is certainly a vacancy for all of us here at St Mark’s in doing 
the work of Jesus. 
 
I can almost hear Jesus saying to us, in you my brothers and sisters, I am well pleased. Amen 

_____________________________ 


